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IYL/IPC 
Memorandum Of 

Agreement Resigned 
for 

Bright Future
Recently, Impact Young Lives and the 
University of Oklahoma International 
Programs Center recently signed the 
Memorandum of Agreement conjoin-
ing the two operations. This MOA 
allows IYL to operate within the OU 
International Programs Center, and 
permits our founder, Dr. Chris How-
ard, and our intern and program co-
ordinator, Summer Shije to work for 
both OU and IYL. As a result of the 
MOA, Impact Young Lives is able 
to efficiently and effectively manage 

Dr. Messitte, Dr. Mergler, and IYL founder, Dr. Chris 
Howard review the Memorandum of  Agreement

operations through the International Programs 
Center. The success of IYL hinges strongly on 
the strength of the Memorandum of Agreement 
between the International Programs Center. IYL 
would like to generously thank Provost Nancy 
Mergler, Vice Provost Zach Messitte, and Uni-
versity of Oklahoma President David L. Boren 
for their continued support of Impact Young Lives

Founder’s Letter
Dear Friends,
	 This past year has been one of great progress and significant change for the Im-
pact Young Lives Foundation. Many positive events or change have surrounded IYL 
in the past year. In a move to enhance the core of our organization’s role and mission 
the Board acting on my recommendation has shut down the South African operation. 
	 I would like to personally thank all those involved in IYL-SA, es-
pecially Luvuyiso Mxunyelwa and Xolisa Beja for their time and energy 
throughout the years. The  reasoning behind taking these decisions was com-
pelling: Our most effective program is the Expose, Enlighten, and Educate trip. Fo-
cusing our energy and resources on the trip and the experience maximizes our impact. 
	 Thank you for joining me and the rest of the IYL Foundation in ushering in this 
period of positive change.
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	 This year’s EEE trip was a roar-
ing sucess. Our scholars, Gabriella Du 
Plessis, Yvonne Magopa, Sibonelesihle 
Shabalal, Xolie Ndlovu, and Jemaine 
Swartz were selected from the best of 
South Africa and exceeded our highest 
expectations. 
	 The trip destinations were of 
amazing rapport, and our hosts were as-
sets to the group’s experiences. Some of 
the business, political, and social desti-
nations of our trip included Delta Air-
lines, Standard Bank, New York’s Times 
�6�T�X�D�U�H�����-�R�K�Q�V���+�R�S�N�L�Q�V���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�����2�N�O�D�K�R�P�D���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�P�D�Q���'�D�Q���%�R�U�H�Q�¶�V���R�I�¿�F�H����
Harvard Business School, Bristol-Myers Squibb, Converse, and many more. 
	 Each of the destinations showed remarkable hospitality and genuine interest 
in the well beings of our scholars. 
	 Without the quality destinations and individual investments that we received, 
the 2008 EEE Trip would not have been the success that it was.

Amanda Holloway: 2008 
EEE Experience Intern

“After months of prepa-
ration and coordination, I 
was excited to participate 
on the Expose, Educate 
and Enlighten tour. So 
much energy had gone into 
the trip from both IYL and 
the South African scholars 
that I was not sure what to 
expect when the scholars 
arrived. The relationships 
and connections that were 
formed between the IYL 
scholars and myself dur-
ing the three-week trip 
will last a lifetime. We ate 
together, laughed together, 
and shared stories together. 
Visiting businesses in mul-
tiple industries allowed 
the group to evaluate what 
career paths could be best 
for their future endeavors. 
The students have won-
derful potential, and it was 
refreshing to see the schol-
ars form ideas and plans 
to impact South Africa 
upon their return home.”

We at Impact Young Lives would like to 
extend a special thanks to Delta Airlines 
and Hyatt Hotels for their generous in-
kind donations. These gifts resulted in the 
overwhelming success of our EEE trip.

IYL Scholars at the World War II 
Memorial in Washington D.C.

The scholars have been given the 
ability to solve problems with a glob-
al minded though process, and we 
are prepared for current and future 
conditions within our country

-Gabriela

I will have to try to begin with an end 
in mind. When I am older I will sponsor 
IYL for the better of humankind.

-Yvonne

New York must be the brains of 
America...I see here that it all starts 
with a dream.

-Jemaine

IYL at Harvard Law School
IYL at the Martin Luther King Jr. 

Memorial

IYL SCHOLAR COMMENTS ON THE EEE EXPERIENCE:

South Africa’s future depends heavily 
on whether the workforce is educated 
or not. While most of them are strug-
gling with HIV and AIDS, South Af-
rica’s future is in our hands.

-Jemaine
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